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July 26, 2012

I am pleased to support Dr. Wim Kimmerer’s nomination for the Brown-Nichols award for scientific contributions to understanding the ecosystem of the San Francisco Estuary.  He is perhaps the most rigorous scientist working in the system, using highly quantitative approaches to the most difficult problems in the system, such as the “Pelagic Organism Decline” and estuarine hydrodynamics.  He has an amazing ability to combine laboratory experiments with field studies and modeling to provide new insights into how the Bay-Delta system works. His work has led to new understanding on subjects such as impacts of invasive species (clams, copepods), factors affecting Delta smelt numbers, the importance of the ‘low salinity zone’, and many other topics.  He consistently provides new insights to problems, such as his study of the completely overlooked interaction between the effects of the invasive overbite clam and northern anchovies.  His research findings have had a major impact on how the estuary is managed, especially in relation to outflows and water diversions. 


Just as important as his research itself is Dr Kimmerer’s willingness to serve on committees and other groups to share information, develop new ideas, and advise managers.  In committees I have served on with him, such as the CALFED Science Board  and the Delta Native Fishes Recovery Team, he has consistently been the lead skeptic, forcing everyone to re-examine their own positions and assumptions.  He has also been the most influential scientist in the setting up the goals and objectives of the Interagency Ecological Program. 


It is safe to say that everyone who works and studies the San Francisco Estuary, no matter what their point of view, respects Wim Kimmerer for his superb science, his open mind, and his ability to share his ideas in an articulate and concise manner.  From my perspective, he has done more to advance the cause of doing high quality science  in the estuary than any other single individual.   His work in the estuary has given him an international reputation as a scientist and made the SF Estuary one of the best understood in the world, despite its complexity. 


In short, Wim Kimmerer clearly deserves the Brown-Nichols Award  for his contributions to improving our understanding and management of the San Francisco Estuary.
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