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July 25, 2012
Re: Supporting Letter for Nomination of Wim Kimmerer for Brown-Nichols Award
This letter is a long overdue tribute to Dr. Wim Kimmerer, one of the most respected and accomplished scientists working in the Bay-Delta.  Having known both of the award’s namesakes, the Brown-Nichols Award seems an exceptionally relevant way to honor Wim’s accomplishments and influence.  

The most obvious evidence of Wim’s productivity is his publication record, one of the most extensive for any other scientist working in the SF Estuary.  While others can match the number of papers that he has produced, none show the breadth of topics that Wim has tackled.  Examples include work on phytoplankton, microzooplankton, zooplankton, benthos, delta smelt, striped bass, salmon, modeling, and even statistical methods. While many other scientists specialize in a specific region of the ecosystem, Wim’s projects span the freshwater tributaries to the marine environment.  Not surprisingly, his lengthy publication list and broad range of expertise have made Wim the most heavily cited author by researchers working in the Bay-Delta.  In addition, Wim’s willingness to conduct research on applied and controversial topics makes his work highly relevant to managers and policy makers.  Examples include his work on flow (“X2”) and water diversions, two contentious and important topics for the region that few other university researchers have been willing to tackle.  
While Dr. Kimmerer’s publication record gives a sense of his scientific prowess, one of his most important qualifications for the Brown-Nichols Award is major role in communicating science to managers and policy makers in the San Francisco Estuary and watershed.   Unlike many other researchers that prefer the relatively “safety” of universities and research labs, Wim has been one of the most active and visible members of the scientific community among policy makers.  For example, he has given periodic briefings to DWR managers as well as many of the state’s lawmakers.  His presentations have been particularly useful given willingness to provide clear answers and his ability to explain complicated topics.  In addition, I am grateful for Wim’s participation in numerous expert panels that have helped guide research, regulatory actions, and programs.  He has been such a consistent contributor over the past two decades that I have long since lost count of how many panels that he has served on.
Perhaps not as well-recognized is Wim’s role as a mentor and resource to large numbers of junior and senior scientists. I know that Wim has been particularly influential to many of us through his role as chair of the Interagency Ecological Program’s Estuarine Ecology Team, probably the liveliest periodic forum for Bay-Delta research and management issues.  Wim has continually encouraged participation of everyone from undergraduates to experienced faculty and agency scientists.  He led these meetings by example with critical thinking and an open mind.  His enthusiasm and energy was a key spark for discussions among the whole group. Hence, Wim has been directly responsible for the maintenance of an important “incubator” for ideas and studies about the Bay-Delta.  He has supervised many students, including several who play currently key roles in agencies, universities, and environmental groups (e.g. Lenny Grimaldo, Heather Peterson, John Durand, Paola Bouley).  Wim has mentored many students such as myself by serving on thesis and dissertation committees.
Bottom line is that Wim is one of the four most influential scientists in my career with the State. One of these is a past award recipient (Dr. Peter Moyle) and another is the award’s namesake (Randy Brown).  I can think of no more deserving scientist for this year’s Brown-Nichols Award than Dr. Wim Kimmerer.  
Sincerely,

Ted Sommer, PhD

Program Manager II
tsommer@water.ca.gov

  
