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23 July 2012
Re: Supporting Letter for Nomination of Wim Kimmerer for Brown-Nichols Award
It is a great pleasure to write a letter supporting Wim Kimmerer to be the recipient of the Brown-Nichols Award in 2012.  Having known both Randy Brown and Fred Nichols I can say that Wim encompasses the spirit of collaboration and commitment to good science and responsiveness to management that both Randy and Fred embodied.
Passion and commitment are the characteristics of a great scientist and Wim’s status as a  zooplankton expert, systems ecologist, and modeler in the bay and delta are reflected in his many lead author publications that range from fish ecology (Kimmerer, W.J., Cowan, J.H., Jr., Miller, L.W. and Rose, K.A., 2000. Analysis of an estuarine striped bass population:  Influence of density-dependent mortality between metamorphosis and recruitment. Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, 57:478-486)., phytoplankton ecology (Kimmerer, W.J., 2005. Long-term changes in apparent uptake of silica in the San Francisco estuary. Limnology and Oceanography, 50:793-798), zooplankton ecology (Kimmerer, W.J., Burau, J.R. and Bennett, W.A., 1998. Tidally-oriented vertical migration and position maintenance of zooplankton in a temperate estuary. Limnology and Oceanography, 43:1697-1709.), systems ecology (Kimmerer, W.J., 2002. Effects of freshwater flow on abundance of estuarine organisms: physical effects or trophic linkages? Marine Ecology Progress Series, 243:39-55.), and management issues (Kimmerer, W.J., 2002. Physical, biological, and management responses to variable freshwater flow into the San Francisco Estuary. Estuaries, 25:1275-1290.).  His review of open-water processes in the estuary is a reference for present and future researchers in the system that has been cited by at least 70 authors  (Kimmerer, W.J., 2004. Open water processes of the San Francisco Estuary: From physical forcing to biological responses. San Francisco Estuary and Watershed Science (Online Serial), 2:Issue 1, Article 1 ).
Wim frequently collaborates with colleagues and the frequency of repeat collaborations attests to his skill in collaborative science.  He has collaborated on a wide range of studies including hydrodynamic studies (eg. Monismith et al 2002, Gross et al 2009), many fish ecology studies (eg. Sommer et al 2001a, 2001b; Bennett et al 2002, Sommer et al 2007), systems ecology studies (eg. MacNally et al 2010, Thomson et al 2010, Jassby et al 1995), management studies (eg. Kondolf et al. 2008, Brown et al 2008), and of course zooplankton studies. (eg. McManus et al 2008).   His collaborations have brought new colleagues into the system to expand the research base in the estuary (eg. K. Rose, G. McManus, and  S. Ohtsuka) and we are all richer for these external collaborations. 
I have excluded the many student publications that are a result of Wim’s work with masters students and post-doctoral fellows.  Wim has a reputation of being committed to his students and post-doctoral fellows and is known for making sure the work is published so those students can continue into their career.  In my personal experience these have included publications by Choi, Grimaldo, Gould, Greene, Paganini, and Bouley. His lab is full of master’s degree students and at least three post-doctoral fellows at present so it is clear that he is not slowing down in his commitment to educating our future scientists.
Wim’s commitment to helping and educating managers in the system is inspiring to those of us who sit on only a small percentage of the committees and panels in which he takes an active part (just think of how many CALFED and IEP committees alone that he has chaired and sat on!).  It is possible to do your research and turn down the requests for help with management and policy issues but Wim has never done so.  Managers and policy makers have greatly benefited by his unselfish commitment to the needs of resource managers and I am sure many decisions were aided and tempered by his presence in the room and wise comments.  Wim is one of the people that many of us count on to be there and to lead and direct the discussion in a constructive direction.  Like Randy and Fred, Wim’s first response to a request for help is almost always yes.  
It would be gratifying to see someone with this background be selected for the Brown-Nichols Award for two reasons.  The first is that it would be a “thank you” from all of us who have benefited by Wim’s commitment to the science and management of the system.  The second reason is that younger scientists would see that it is possible to be an exceptional scientist and be responsive to the needs of managers and policy makers, ie. to say yes when called upon to help.
Sincerely,
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